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Forewords  

The geopolitical tensions harbour the danger of 
considerably slowing down globalisation. This 

is all the more true as issues such as climate protection, 
migration and human rights also highlight political 

companies – whether large, medium-sized or small – are 
more globally connected than in almost any other coun-
try. International political developments, therefore, have 
a direct impact on both business as well as the overall 
economy. For this reason, it is more important than ever 
that the AHKs contribute to build bridges and thus sup-
port the international business of our companies.“

Peter Adrian
President of the German Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DIHK)
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 is the world’s third-largest exporter of goods, behind China and the United 

helps companies to open up foreign markets and to gain and diversify market shares abroad 

industry and commerce have an important role to play. They are familiar with the local condi-
tions, have the expertise in the respective countries and the necessary contacts – and are thus 

Dr. Robert Habeck 

The current turmoil in the world and the partially very different challenges on-site 
also have a direct impact on the day-to-day work of the AHKs. I greatly admire the 

-
lenges. In the end, we will only succeed in solving the tasks at hand step by step, both locally 

-

Dr. Martin Wansleben 
CEO of the German Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DIHK)
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AHK World Conference 2023
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dialogue with each other and with its partners from German business, 
politics and science.

network and company-oriented cooperation between the Chambers  
of Commerce and Industry in Germany, IHKs, and AHKs, the conference 
was characterised above all by constructive discussions, innovative 
contributions and a strong sense of community among the parti- 
cipants. Highlights also included the festive evening with the award  

 

does the German business model stand?“.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Robert Habeck underlined the importance of inno-
vation and ecological transformation as well as the role of the German 

Chambers of Commerce Abroad for the German economy. Siemens 
CEO Dr. Roland Busch emphasised the need for strong global partner-
ships in his convincing plea for cooperation and innovation.

Invited experts also discussed the German business model in times 
of de-coupling, de-risking and de-globalisation, new challenges and 
opportunities in supply chains and the positioning of Europe in trade 
and industrial policy. On the last day of the conference, the numerously 
present AHK honorary board members engaged in a direct exchange 
with State Secretary Dr. Jörg Kukies and BASF CEO Dr. Martin Bruder-
müller on current challenges in international business.

the crucial role of AHKs as bridge builders for German companies in 
increasingly complex global economic relations.



5

Highlights 2023
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The largest German-African business conference on German soil took place on November 20th, 2023: Around 
1,000 guests attended the 4th “G20 Investment Summit 2023 – German Business and the CwA Countries” in Ber-
lin, which was organised by the Sub-Saharan Africa Initiative of German Business (SAFRI). In addition to Chan-
cellor Olaf Scholz and Vice Chancellor Dr. Robert Habeck, it included ten African heads of state and government 
as well as around 30 ministers from the African continent. They were accompanied by over 300 business and 

political strategy with the guests of the summit.

aggression against Ukraine. Together with the German-Ukrainian Chamber 
of Commerce and Industry (AHK Ukraine) and the German Eastern Business 

Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DIHK) hosted the 6th German- 

from politics and business discussed the further expansion of bilateral  
economic relations between Germany and Ukraine as well as the recon-
struction. The heads of government of both countries were present, and  
the Ukrainian president gave a welcome speech via video conference.  
All sectors of German companies were represented. The main focus was on 
infrastructure, energy, agriculture and security.
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RECONSTRUCTION CONFERENCE TURKEY

On February 6th, 2023, several earthquakes shook south-eastern Turkey and parts of Syria. In order to 
ensure successful reconstruction, which will continue for years to come, an intensive commitment from 
the domestic private sector as well as abroad is crucial, in addition to international aid funds.  
The reconstruction conference on July 13th, 2023, at the House of German Economy was therefore held 
under the motto: “German-Turkish Conference: The role of the European private sector in (re)activating 

The event was organized by the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB), the German- 
Turkish Chamber of Industry and Commerce (AHK Turkey), 
the Turkish-German Chamber of Commerce and Industry 

-
opment of infrastructure”, the event focused, in particular, on 
the topic of “education”. AHK President Pinar Ersoy pre-
sented the idea of an “education bridge” at the conference, 
which is to be implemented by AHK Turkey together with 
DIHK starting 2024. The aim of the project is to open up new 
educational opportunities and, thus, future prospects for 
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 Especially 
Abroad are an anchor, particularly for SMEs. Their experience, exper-

All of this only works with the great commitment and passion of the CEOs and 
staff. Many thanks to all of you!“
Dr. Kristina Heußner   

AHKS ON SITE IN GERMANY AT INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIRS

pandemic. At HANNOVER MESSE 2023 in April, the AHKs, together with DIHK and 

advised companies on opportunities in international business. At a joint booth 
with Germany Trade and Invest under the motto “AHKs & GTAI – worldwide under 
one roof”, they provided a central point of contact for visitors of the trade fair who 
wanted to learn about global market opportunities, innovative technologies and 
international business cooperation. Overall, AHKs were able to further strengthen 
bilateral economic relations between Germany and their host country through their 
presence at other trade fairs such as the International Toy Fair in Nuremberg, the 
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Opening of AHK Côte d’Ivoire
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STRENGTHENING GERMAN-IVORIAN ECONOMIC RELATIONS   

-
panies and institutional representatives as well as members of the German Parliament, 

of road construction, medical test production and water and energy infrastructure in Côte 

The three-day delegation trip also included visits to local produc-
tion facilities and training centres, which serve as role models for 
German-Ivorian economic relations. Other important meetings on the 
agenda of the inaugural trip were the direct exchanges with German 

-

prospects were discussed.

ongoing commitment to strengthen bilateral trade relations on-
site while expanding the presence of German companies in global 
markets. Through its location in Abidjan, the Delegation provides a 
gateway for the German economy into the French-speaking part of 



AHK World Business Outlook survey 
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How are German companies doing abroad? And how are they coping in 

analyses the business prospects of AHK member companies as well as 
their biggest risk factors and local economic developments. In spring 
and autumn 2023, a total of almost 9,000 companies worldwide took 
part in the surveys.

Even though German companies are resilient in global trade and have 
better business expectations on average at their international locations 
than at their German locations, the challenges in 2023 were consider-
able. In autumn 2023, companies at some locations were once again 
more gloomy about their future business prospects than in spring. In 
particular, low global demand, uncertain economic policy conditions 
and a shortage of skilled labour, which was lamented in many places, 
dampened the mood of the companies.
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economy into individual blocs can be seen, companies are nevertheless continuing to work on diversifying their supply 
chains and sales and procurement markets.



The “German Act on Corporate Due Diligence Obligations in 
Supply Chains” was the buzz phrase for much of the German 
economy in 2023. Since its passing, the AHK network facilitat-

advisory services and practical support for concerned com-
panies and their partners.

-
ported those businesses in the approach with the law  even 
if such activities eventually cannot provide legal certainty. 

Local suppliers called on the AHKs in 2023 to enhance their 
understanding of due diligence requirements in Germany 
and attended local and online awareness events as well as 
in-depth training. The AHKs India, Ghana, Southern Africa 
and Mexico are just some good examples of AHKs which 

solutions for this target group. 

include Colombia, Malaysia, Vietnam and Hong Kong.

As an SME, we are not currently directly affected 
by the Supply Chain Act. However, as a supplier 

to large companies, we cannot escape the issue and must 
critically scrutinise our supply chains. Through the AHK 
Malaysia, however, we have become aware of a digital tool 
that automates risk analysis and makes risk management 

Herbert Hönl, 
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The training came at just the right 
time. I have raised awareness 

of corporate due diligence and am pleased 
that this topic is also being implemented 
at the regional level, for example in West 
Africa. With the detailed knowledge from 
the training, we have seen an opportunity 
to position ourselves as pioneers in raising 
awareness and compliance with the regulati-
ons, and of course, we hope to inspire other 

Serigne Mbaye
 

DHL Global Forwarding

The  
-

ber of Commerce was an excellent program that put emp-
hasis on current industry trends and international perspec-
tives, coupled with the expertise of the faculty that ensured 
a dynamic learning experience. The succinct and focused 
curriculum, combined with real-world case studies, provi-
ded invaluable insights into the intricacies of supply chain 

Prakash S.
 

Industrial Ceramics



AHK anniversaries 2023

Congratulations 
to

5 years of
SRI LANKA 2018

15 years of
PHILIPPINES 2008

20 years of
CROATIA 2000

25 years of
UAE 1998
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30 years of 
40 years of 

45 years of
USA ATLANTA 1978

55 years of 
60 years of 
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OVER 

OVER 

EVENTS

AHK EMPLOYEES

SINCE

COUNTRIES

MORE THAN 

MILLION EURO TURNOVER*

*Income from services

17



AHK ONLINE OFFERS

Your AHK experts
Find the right contact person for the 
target market and region you are 
looking for to set up and expand your 
foreign business.

Get to know the organisation better! 
At 150 locations in 93 countries, the AHKs are at your 
service with many years of expertise.

News from the AHK network
Stay up to date with news and relevant 
information from across the AHK net-
work via the AHK LinkedIn channel.
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Worldwide  
in action for you
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Argentina

Canada
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Cuba

Ecuador
El Salvador
Guatemala
Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru
Uruguay
USA



Austria

-
govina

Croatia

Estonia
Finland
France
Greece

Hungary
Ireland
Israel

Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Netherlands
North Macedonia
Norway
Poland
Portugal
Romania

Russia
Serbia

Slovenia

Sweden

Australia
China

India
Indonesia

Korea
Malaysia

Myanmar
New Zealand

Taiwan
Thailand

Vietnam
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Algeria
Angola
Côte d’Ivoire

Ghana
Iraq
Kenya
Morocco

Nigeria
Oman
Qatar
Saudi Arabia
South Africa

Tunisia
UAE
Zambia
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